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Abstract
One of the most important maritime paths that has traditionally
connected the East and the West is the Makran Coast, which is part
of the southwestern part of Balochistan. This paper looks at the
historical significance of the Makran Coast between 500 BCE and
1500 CE in terms of its role in the trade routes of ancient times,
cultural exchange, and its geographical position in the differing
empires. Since its initial association with the Achaemenid Empire in
the form of its inclusion in the trade systems of the Greco-Bactrian
Empire and Sassanian Empire, the coast was used to transport
goods, ideas, and religions. The article discusses the sea routes that
traversed the Makran Coast, the most important ports and harbors,
and evidence of trade activity, which is both archaeological, such
as shipwrecks, and cultural artifacts. It also explores the role of the
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region in the spread of Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, as well as Islam
to the Asian continent. The fall in the maritime importance of the
Makran Coast, which occurred following the 13th century because
of the Mongol attacks and the reposition of trading routes around
the world, is also covered. This study brings out the permanent mark
of Makran Coast as one of the primary participants of ancient
maritime trade and its applicability in geopolitics today.
Keywords: Makran Coast, Greco-Bactrian Kingdom, Balochistan,
Maritime Gateway, Achaemenid Empire, Archaeological Evidence,
Cultural Exchange, Silk Road, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Islam, Decline
of Trade Routes, Mongol Invasions, Maritime History.
INTRODUCTION
The Makran Coast of Balochistan, running along the northern border of

the Arabian Sea, has been the witness of huge waves of history, a crossroads of
numerous civilizations, an artery of maritime trade, and a platform for sharing
ideas, products, and religious ideas. This long, jagged coast, which separates
the barren mountains from the turbulent ocean, has had both a strategic and an
economic value through millennia, although its lines have changed with the
changes in the conquerors, traders, and pilgrims. Since ancient times and the
early modern environment, the Makran Coast was not only a geographic entity
of Balochistan, yet a nerve of life linking South Asia to the Middle East, Africa,
and the rest of the world. (Marriner, 2007)

The main idea of the research article is that the Makran Coast, between
500 BCE and 1500 CE, was one of the most important marine gates in the
ancient world that supported the networks of commerce, contributed to the
development of intercultural relationships, and promoted the spread of religious
and artistic traditions throughout the continents. Its historical importance can
be seen not only through the economic aspect, but also through the aspect of its
rather undervalued contribution to the social change and cultural growth of
Balochistan and the region in general. (Raheem, 2014)
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND CONTEXT

For thousands of years, the territory of Balochistan, surrounded by the
sea on the south, has been viewed as distant and inaccessible. However,
archaeological research and history have revealed a far different picture, one
whereby the coastal belt of Makran has provided a passageway into the great
economies and empires of the world. The earliest written records, in the
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chronicles of the Achaemenid Empire and Greco-Roman historical works,
explain Makran as a theater of imperial ambitions and sea voyages. Major
ports, including Gwadar and Banbhore, were flourishing trade centers that
connected Indian spices, Persian textiles, Roman glassware, and East African
gold using complex trade routes that covered large distances. (Vogelsang, 2004)

The Makran Coast had no protection against the intellectual and
cultural influences that pervaded its neighbours in antiquity. Buddhist monks
traveled towards the west, Zoroastrian priests had their coastal temples, and
subsequently, Islamic missionaries created learning centers that lasted
centuries. (Stein, 1937) The traces of temples, inscribed pottery, and the ruins
of ancient shipyards are evidence of the stratified history of the coast, a
multicultural fabric of the movement of traders, warriors, and pilgrims.
MARITIME PORTAL AND CULTURAL INTERMEDIARY

The Makran economy depended on maritime trade. The ships that left
their ports sailed to Mesopotamia, the Persian Gulf, East Africa, and the Indian
subcontinent and brought not only luxurious goods but also tales, technologies,
and ideologies. The southern maritime extensions of the Silk Road went directly
through Makran, connecting the land and sea extensions of the world trade.
Archaeological excavations in the form of amphorae, coins, trade seals, and so
on highlight how Makran played host to thriving economic connections in the
Achaemenid, Greco-Bactrian, and Sassanian periods, and subsequently
provided strength to the emergence of Islamic states and city-states. (Zahir,
2008)

Diffusion of cultures and religions via Makran was very deep. Here,
there was the expression of Persian architecture, Greek artistic forms, Arab
Islamic forms, and South Asian traditions. During the times of calm and
openness, the towns of Makran were cosmopolitan enclaves. The region
continued to be significant as a bridge between civilizations even when it was
invaded or even when it was in decline. The waves of commerce, conquest, and
colonization left a trail of mixed identities, enduring societies, and sustainable
artistic success. (Ray, 2003)

WHY MAKRAN MATTERS TODAY
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The historical importance of the Makran Coast is far greater than a mere
reconstruction of trade routes or a celebration of economic prosperity. And it is
a way of shedding light on the nuanced place of the region as a melting pot of
culture and creation—the latter aspect often lost in the narrative in favor of
more recognizable hubs such as the ports of Sindh or Punjab. (Clemens, 2018)
The centuries-old links between the Makran Coast have arguably contributed to
its contemporary importance, with modern-day cities like Gwadar once again
taking their place as strategic nodes of the global web of trade and politics.

It will, first through archaeological evidence, but also through historical
and cultural studies, to argue that the maritime gateway of the Makran Coast
has been a shaper of fates for Balochistan—and that straddling on its threshold
continues to shape patterns of settlement, economic development, and
international relations. The study situates Makran within ancient trade and
cultural history, revealing a tale of connectivity, survival, and change in a place
characterized by isolation. As with their history and geography, the question of
why Makran matters—then and now—remains constant, for it is the slow
passage of time that has mingled peoples, ideas, and continents, making Makran
a corridor where history, trade, and culture constantly intersect. (Salles, 2011)
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The historical approach taken in this study is based on critical
historiography and material culture theory. Historians strive to piece together
the past with a selection of primary sources, including written documents,
archaeology, and geography, weighing that evidence against larger trends in
historical causation. Through their exploration of the coastal region of Makran,
the methodology emphasizes the use of multi-scalar evidence to reveal an aspect
of ancient and medieval trading routes in the region. Ancient records written by
historians such as Herodotus, through to Islamic writers, will be scrutinized to
shed light on exchanges between the Makran Coast and empires in the
surrounding region. (Schofield, 2013) This provides the exchange of all cultural,
economic, and political connections that took place along the coast.

Archaeological evidence, including artefacts, shipwrecks, and remains
of ancient harbours, will be particularly useful for validating historical accounts
and providing tangible proof of trading activities. Many show how goods would
have been traded for each other, moving between the coastal settlements, where
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they would have been a feature of everyday life. Geography, as always, cannot
be ignored, and there too the Makran Coast is of immense strategic significance.
Placing the Makran Coast in a wider context of ancient global commerce, this
study explores the physical geography and old trade routes. Such an integrated
and cross-disciplinary framework seeks to contextualize the significance as an
arena of cross-cultural contact. (Zahir, Early Maritime Trade in the Indian
Ocean: The Perspective from Makran, Pakistan, 2008)

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF MAKRAN COAST

The Makran Coast has gained historical significance as it is located on
the southern edge of Balochistan in both Iran and Pakistan along the Arabian
Sea. Covering over 1,000 kilometers, this area has historically been critical to
ancient sea trade routes that had united the Indian subcontinent with the
Arabian Peninsula and Persia. The varied geography of the Makran Coast
presented both opportunities and obstacles to habitation and commerce.
Settlements have developed along key geographical features, the Hingol River
and the Makran Plateau, that dictated trade routes. (Baloch, 1997)

Such coastal area offered many natural resources like salt, limestone,
and very rich marine life, allowing local economies to thrive as well as
international trade. Specifically, it was a commodity traded across ancient trade
networks. Fishing and maritime resources sourced from the Arabian Sea also
contributed to the region’s economic backdrop. (Khan, 2006) On top of that, its
strategic coastline enabled ships to dock at natural harbors, making long-
distance maritime trade between empires possible.

Several key ports were on the Makran Coast, of which arguably the most
significant was Gwadar. Gwadar, a strategic confluence, was a major port of
call connecting the Indian subcontinent to the Arabian Peninsula as early as the
Achaemenid Empire (ca. 500 BCE). Ormara, between Gwadar and the Persian
Gulf, was one more critical port for resupply and trade. Pasni, later on at the
time of the Sassanians, became a significant harbor that also supported the
region connecting to the ancient civilizations. (Mahmood, 2000) Such ports,
which facilitated the movement of commodities, including spices, textiles, and
bullion, made the Makran Coast an important centre of cross-cultural exchange
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and trade.
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ANCIENT SEA ROUTES

The Makran Coast has been an important maritime passage for the
ancient trade routes joining the East and West. Positioned on the western coast
along the Arabian Sea, this coastal region was a vital artery for the commerce
of goods, culture, and ideas with peoples and civilizations from the Indian
subcontinent, the Arabian Peninsula, Persia, and far more. The long strand of
territory was an integral part of the Maritime Silk Road, which connected it to
the overland Silk Road, with both networks serving units of luxury, which
transport silk, spices, and chain up to plate fine metals. The main ports of the
Makran Coast, such as Gwadar, Ormara, and Pasni, transformed into essential
transshipment focus points where merchandise was emptied, resupplied, or
redistributed, associating the Indian Ocean world with Mediterranean markets.
(McLaughlin, 2010)

The Makran Coast's geographical position played a significant role in
connecting the East and West, as it was located along the maritime paths used
by various ships transiting between the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Sea, and the
Mediterranean. Darius | (522-486 BCE) of the Achaemenid Empire (550-330
BCE) recognized the significance of the Makran Coast when he incorporated it
into the expansive trade network of Persia. Then, from 224-651 CE, the
Sassanian Empire used the region as a main route for the exchange of luxury
goods and military materiel. (Gupta, 2015) During the Islamic Golden Age (7th—
13th centuries), the Makran Coast was again used as a crossroads of trade,
where merchants from the Arabian Peninsula and Persia would use the coast's
ports to reach products from India, or even those from Southeast Asia and
Africa. It was then integrated with the global trade network of the Islamic
Caliphate and was hence part of the global markets of Europe, North Africa,
and Central Asia. (Yazdani, 2017)

This sort of exchange along the route was reflected in the type of goods
that were traded on the Makran Coast, as wide-ranging as the cultures that
regularly went on the route. Among these were highly valuable goods such as
spices — primarily pepper, cardamom, and cinnamon — that merchant ships
moved from India and Southeast Asia. These spices were popular in the Roman
and Persian Empires and traded in bulk through Makran ports. The Silk trade
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was also done using the Maritime Silk Road, allowing the silk from China and
Central Asia to make a stop along the Makran Coast. In the silk trade, through
ports such as Gwadar, goods were exchanged with the Persian and Arabian
traders. (Evers, 2014) Textiles from India, especially finer cotton fabrics and
muslins, were also in great demand, and led to their exports from Makran to the
Middle East and the Mediterranean. Again, at the coast, gold and silver were
exchanged for precious metals, while gems and pearls were brought from the
Arabian Gulf. Salt, which was an invaluable commodity that was strategically
traded along the Makran Coast, especially from local salt mines, was central to
sustaining trade networks across the region (Steppe and Valley 401).

Economic deals were only half of the Makran Coasts' trades. Merchants
and travelers traversing the region had introduced new ideas, new religions,
and new technologies. One of the most prominent cultural heritages along the
Makran Coast is the spread of Buddhism. The region was even visited by
Buddhist traders and monks who brought their religion from India to Central
Asia and China. The Gandhara civilization, rooted in Buddhist traditions,
flourished in the area and contributed to a wealth of art and architecture, some
of which are featured in the ancient Gandharan sculptures dotted along the
Makran Coast. Persian Zoroastrianism and the Zoroastrians, following them,
also carried the religion of the Ancient Persian Empire with them into Sudan,
planting the seeds of Zoroastrianism by way of merchants making their way
south and west across the Red Sea, liberally sharing the faith as they went. (Ray,
Early Sea Routes in the Indian Ocean: Landfalls of the Periplus in Makran,
2009)

The Makran Coast was one of the major sites for the diffusion of Islamic
culture with the emergence of Islam. In the 7th century, Arab traders arrived
along the coast, bringing merchandise and the Islamic faith. The culture of the
Arab world exchanged Islamic architecture, scientific knowledge, and cultural
practices on the Indian subcontinent through the Makran Coast. As a result of
this, the coastal region became one of the most diversified areas of economic
and cultural exchange, connecting the Islamic world with regions of South Asia,
Central Asia, and the Mediterranean.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE OF MARITIME ACTIVITY IN
MAKRAN

Archaeological evidence of maritime activity along the Makran Coast
sheds light on the region's role in ancient trade networks and cultural
exchanges. Archaeology — both land and underwater — revealing shipwrecks
and relics of trade, has exposed the long-standing flourishing voyeurism through
the ages on the coast, but especially from antiquity to the medieval world. Not
only do these findings provide insight into the trade routes that went through the
region, but they also give a glimpse into social, economic, and religious
exchanges of the ancient world. (Dales, 1975)

Excavations in coastal areas like Gwadar, Ormara, and Pasni indicate
the region as a major maritime trade location for ancient port cities along the
Makran Coast. Remnants of these ancient harbours, docks, and warehouses
used to store and distribute goods have been found at archaeological sites.
Excavated structures of stone quays, dating back to the Achaemenid period
(around 500 BCE), in addition to quays and other evidence of port activity from
the city of Gwadar, and other discoveries, example those in Ormara and Pasni,
indicate that the sites were significant for landing and reshipping commodities
like spices, textiles, and luxuries. The building of these ports and the remnants
of docking facilities indicate a well-grounded system of ocean commerce linking
the Indian Ocean, Persian Gulf, and Mediterranean. (Khan M. J., 2004)

Besides the port infrastructures, the remains of ancient wrecks off the
coast of Makran have also offered us materials for their study. Shipwrecks
discovered off the coast of Gwadar and other regions imply that big commercial
ships used for bulk shipments were seen as routine in the maritime trade. The
shipwrecks, on which ceramic jars, amphorae (to carry liquids), and anchors,
tell us what wine and what transport technology were like in that time. The
shipwrecks which have been discovered along the coastline, dating back to the
Sassanian period (224-651 CE), highlight not just the extensive trading activity
throughout the centuries but also the vessels used to ship both goods and people
thousands of miles away. (Prakash, 1986)

The discovery of artisanal tokens along the Makran Coast provides
additional evidence that supports the notion that the area was part of broader
trade systems. It has coins, pottery, textiles, and precious items that were sold
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between the Persian, Indian, Roman, and Central Asian. Examples include the
coins of the Roman Empire (1st-3rd century CE) found in relation to several
Makran sites that suggest the presence of traded goods from the Roman Empire
in the Indo-Roman trade network, traversing the Makran Coast. Likewise, the
Indian pottery and silk remnants of a vintage date from your region parallel the
circulation of goods in the Indian subcontinent for the Mediterranean and
Persian Gulf, and prove the Makran Coast's importance as an essential
transhipment point for goods with both distant locations. (Haig, 1928)

Perhaps the most important discovery about the Makran Coast is that of
cultural artifacts, which suggest that, in addition to the exchange of goods, the
transit of religious concepts has also occurred over this ancient trade route.
Some Buddhist artifacts, including symbols, statuettes, and inscriptions, were
found in coastal provinces like the area of Gwadar and Pasni. The conventional
takeaway would be that this proves that Buddhist traders and missionaries
traveled through this place on the Makran Coast, striving to carry Buddhism to
Central Asia and China. Along the busy Makran Coast, Gandhara civilization,
so much a product of the Greek and Buddhist cultures, also benefited from cross-
cultural impacts. Evidence of Buddhist rock carvings and the ruins of stupas in
the area gives a clue to how significant this region was in the diffusion of
religion and culture. (Allchin, 1982)

Likewise, Zoroastrianism also spread from the Makran Coast,
showcasing the exchange of religion in the region throughout history. Persian
Zoroastrian traders and missionaries may have introduced the faith along the
coasts and set up fire temples along with small Zoroastrian communities. Fire
altars and Zoroastrian imagery in archaeological contexts provide evidence that
the Makran Coast was a path by which Persian religion expanded, along with
maritime commerce. (Gupta, 2015)

The Makran Coast was also one of the routes through which Islamic
cultural influences were transmitted in the early Islamic period. The Makran
Coast became an entrance of the Indian subcontinent for Islamic merchants,
scholars, and missionaries — especially from the Arabian Peninsula. Islamic
coins, inscriptions, and architectural remains in Makran ports such as Gwadar
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and Ormara indicate that the doctrine and culture of Islam found its way to the
land from these regions overland through such souks during the Umayyad and
Abbasid Caliphates (7th—13th centuries CE). (Kenoyer, 1998)

The archaeological evidence from the region of the Makran Coast
suggests that this simple seafaring tradition formed the basis for a dynamic
oceanic port that contributed to the networks of ancient global commerce. The
archaeological excavations and discoveries at maritime cities and shipwrecks,
along with the trade items and cultural remains, indicate the significance of the
Makran Coast in the exchange of goods, knowledge, and faiths. In the area
where they often were in the ancient and medieval world, they played a key role
in not only promoting economic activity but also by acting as a spacer that
localized peoples, peoples that eventually would trade, and laid the foundations
of the historical development of maritime trade networks — and integration in
human history. (Reade, 2006)

EXCHANGING CULTURE AND RELIGION: MAKRAN AS A
THRESHOLD

For centuries, the Makran Coast provided the land route shared by
many civilizations, where not only goods but also cultural and religious ideas
passed. Due to its geographic position, it became a crucial location for the
exchange of cultural and religious elements, linking the East and West, the
Indian subcontinent and Persia, and the Islamic world and Central Asia — all
of which were interconnected through major maritime and land trade routes.
Although they played a role in the diffusion of so many religions, the Baloch of
the area were generally blended, and the Makran Coast was more a medium
than a focus of some exotic way of canonisation as it would occur elsewhere.
While being a convergence of several religions that express themselves in the
region are cultural identity is unique, mixed by several cultures which stiffness
through the way but reject religion, each process by different ideology and
religion. (Wink, 2002)

One of the best examples to showcase the diffusion of religion through
the Makran Coast is the spread of Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, and Islam.
Buddhist missionaries and traders used the Makran Coast as an important land
trade route from the Indian subcontinent to Central Asia and China. Many
Buddhist statues, stupas, and other items found on the coast, especially at
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Gwadar and Pasni, also suggest that Buddhist culture was highly mobile
through the area. Although not prominent as religious motorhomes, these
cultural relics imply that the coastal towns were responsible for spreading
Buddhist doctrine and styles of art throughout Asia. (Ball, 2012) Thus, the
Makran Coast became a kind of forum where the two ended, the Indian
subcontinent, Central Asiathe the most distant parts of China.

In the same way that Zoroastrianism spread along the Makran Coast via
Persian traders and missionaries, the old Persian religion came to further north
in Afghanistan. Though the coastal region was not religious, some Zoroastrian
beliefs and practices entered the area, and archaeological findings of fire altars
and Zoroastrian symbols indicate a primarily nominal presence of
Zoroastrianism in the region. But the trade and cultural nodes of Ormara and
Gwadar developed into little more than coastal towns and never grew into large-
scale religious conclaves. The Baloch communities, who retained their
independence, remained largely secular, as passing exposure to Zoroastrian
culture did not turn them into centers of religion. (Ray, The Archaeology of
Seafaring in Ancient South Asia, 2011)

This spread of Islam also came through the Makran Coast and especially
in the early Islamic period due to Arab expansion in the 7th century. The Makran
Coast served as a well-traveled road for Arab traders and scholars moving from
the Arabian Peninsula into the Indian subcontinent. The development of Islamic
culture and thought would shape the region for centuries, with the arrival of
Islamic art, architecture, and knowledge. Yet the Baloch of Makran remained
predominantly secular, assimilating elements of Islamic culture without fully
converting and without mosques or any entrenched religious institutions that |
am aware of at the time. One important detail is that the Makran Coast
functioned not so much as a ‘conversion area' but more as a ‘dissemination of
ideas area. (Flood, 2009)

Additionally, the Persian, Greek, and Arab traders and citizens
established the artistic and architectural view of the region centered around the
Makran Coast. Along with goods, Persian merchants and administrators also
transferred their cultural practices, especially architectural styles, some of
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which have remnants in the ruins of Persian-influenced works that still exist
along the coast. Alexandria) embraced Greek culture, which strongly influenced
cultural aspects of the towns along the Makran Coast (today located in the
Kashmir) despite being situated outside the borders of Alexander’s empire
during the applicable Hellenistic period. (Khan M. J., 2004) Archeological
evidence, especially coins, pottery, and sculptures found in different sites in
Makran, shows that Makran was a bridge exclusive to Greek and Persian
cultures.

Arab traders also enriched the culture of the region with their own
centuries-old traditions in crafts and arts. The influence of Arabic calligraphy,
architectural designs, and Islamic science introduced by the Arab traders made
a deep and lasting impact on the intellectual and artistic heritage of the region.
The Baloch tradition has absorbed these influences, but they did not turn the
coastal society into a religious or Islamic society. Instead, the Makran Coast
would remain a site of cultural melting pot, hosting many divergent sources of
influence, resulting in a very plural but secular mixture of ideas, the exchange
of culture without becoming condescension into a monolithic dominance of faith
or creed.

Similarly, Makran acted as a pipeline for the transmission of art and
architecture, where different traditions of various empires blended. If we look
at the coastal towns and ports, you can see clearly the influence of the Persian,
Greek, and Arab. For instance, Gwadar holds traces of Persian fortifications,
whilst Ormara is a lovely blend of Arab and Indian architectural styles. Artistic
and architectural ideas helped give the region its distinctive nature, combining
Persian, Greek, and Islamic features. (Raheem, 2014) While their arts came
under the influence of these trends, Baloch were largely secular and their own
indigenous traditions remained robust even with foreign influences.

In short, the Makran Coast acted as an important door for
communication and transmission of cultures as well as religions from Buddhism
and Zoroastrianism the Islam in other parts of Asia. Despite being deeply linked
with these religions and cultures, the Baloch retained their secular identity.
Far from being a site of religious transformation, the area largely served as a
corridor for the movement of products, philosophies, and works of art. The
Makran Coast heritage to be inherited today is that while the region has
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absorbed and absorbed a multitude of cultures and faiths, it has never fully
embraced any one doctrine or idea, and serves not only in the ancient to
medieval worlds as a free-floating region of culture and levity amidst tumult.
(Hasan, 2017)

THE MARITIME GEOGRAPHY OF THE MAKRAN COAST AT THE
HEIGHT OF ITS DECLINE (1300 — 1500 CE)

From 1300 to 1500 CE, the Makran Coast lost most of its prominence as
an important maritime hub due to the setback caused by external invasions,
changes in the global trade system, and many key ports falling into decline. The
invasions of the Mongols in the 13th century were one of the major reasons this
happened. Led by Genghis Khan and his heirs, the Mongols built an immense
empire across much of Europe and Asia. With the establishment of the Pax
Mongolica, new trade routes along the Mongol Empire were opened, but much
of the invasion left both the Makran Coast and other existing trade networks
highly disrupted. This resulted in lingering struggles throughout the region,
disrupting major commerce hubs and disrupting the older routes that had
always been so successful. (Subrahmanyam, 1997)

The change in global trade routes also contributed to the decline. In the
14th century, however, the primary trade routes of the Indian Ocean were being
avoided in favor of trade routes with a higher throughput. As European maritime
exploration rose, especially that of the Portuguese and then Dutch and British
navigators who sailed around Africa to get to Asia, the Makran Coast became
less and less significant as a trading point. However, as these European powers
opened their own direct routes to India and the Far East, the importance of the
ports along the Makran Coast in the wider context of global trade began to
dwindle. (Chaudhuri, 1985)

These shifts came with economic costs, on display in the falling fortunes
of important ports such as Gwadar, Ormara, and Pasni. These ports were once
bustling with trade, but due to decreased activity, they were now a stagnant sore
on the economy. (Habib, 1992) This cessation of trade would eat away at the
economic foundation: by the late 15th century, the Makran Coast no longer
commanded the global maritime trade routes as it had done in previous
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centuries.
MODERN DAY MAKRAN COAST

Today, the Makran Coast is back on the international stage, acquiring
major geopolitical and economic importance due to its position on the shores of
the Arabian Sea and its proximity to north-south corridors of global shipping.
Much of Balochistan, both in Pakistan and Iran, is emerging as the premier
center of present-day geopolitics and trade, especially with world trade
becoming so heavily reliant on ocean shipping lanes. The significance of the
Makran Coast is raised further due to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), a US$60 billion road link project between western China and the
Arabian Sea passing through the port of Gwadar. (Small, 2015) The port of
Gwadar, previously neglected once shipping here declined, has now become an
international harbor. Such rejuvenation highlights the significance of the area
as a conduit for trade among the Middle East, Central Asia, and South Asia, and
its increasing importance within global trade, especially energy imports and
exports. (Ranjan, 2021)

Makran is strategically located next to the Strait of Hormuz, the narrow
gateway to the Persian Gulf, where around 20% of the world’s oil passes. The
surrounding region is critical to energy security, with roughly 20 percent of the
world’s oil transiting through this strait every day. As tensions rise in the Middle
East, the Makran Coast offers a stabilizing link in energy supplies —
particularly with the developing Gwadar as an oil and gas hub to diminish
reliance on the Strait of Hormuz. This land has attracted China and Pakistan
significantly to work on the infrastructure and bolster their military and naval
presence as well. (Siddiqui, 2019)

The recent incidents along the coastal routes have triggered greater
recognition of the impressive maritime history of the region. Renewed
aspirations to restore ancient routes of exchange, including the historic trade
path between the Makran Coast and the Indian Ocean and Persian Gulf, have
propelled plans to refurbish Gwadar and Ormara as ports of regional
significance. The evolution of CPEC has also prompted the government of
Pakistan to boost its infrastructure in the coastal areas while supporting the
tourism and maritime activities that reflect the ancient link of the region with
free trade routes. The restoration of ancient ruins of Gwadar and Ormara
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among other archaeological sites, has also attracted attention for some time
now as part of work to promote cultural tourism in the area. It also covers the
remnants of ancient Buddhist and Zoroastrian influences that linger on the
coast. (Ahmad, 2019)

Yet, in the contemporary era, the Makran Coast is also challenged by a
number of problems. Its geographical remoteness and historical lack of
investment have long hampered socio-economic development in the region. That
stagnated growth is due in part to an absence of infrastructure — transportation,
education, and health care. In addition to this, the socio-political disruptions
have been fueled by a sudden inflow of population with the CPEC projects,
especially in Balochistan, an already strategically sensitive region with a strong
ethnic nationalism and secessionism. There have been complaints from the local
population about the benefit sharing from mega-projects in Gwadar and along
the Makran coastal areas.

There is also a challenge from environmental issues in the region.
Climate change-induced rising seas and coastal erosion endanger coastal
communities and infrastructure and the ecosystem services they provide. Their
natural resources, including their marine life and salt mines, need to be
sustainably managed for long-term economic potential. However, these
challenges present massive opportunities for the Makran Coast. (Ahmad U. M.,
2021) The evolution of Gwadar Port, so to speak, has turned the region into a
cradle of trade and transport for the world economic system, especially for the
transfer of energy resources. The regional economic potential could be
unleashed under CPEC, propelling the Pakistani economy forward while
advancing the regional economic integration process. The Makran Coast is also
a site of cultural and natural heritage, which can be further developed into
sustainable tourism that will help the local economy and preserve culture.
Overcoming these challenges represents a significant opportunity for the region
to hit its stride as a central pillar of global trade, energy security, and cultural
exchange in the 21st century. (Nadeem, 2025)

CONCLUSION
To conclude, for centuries, the Makran Coast was an ignored but critical
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location in the history of global commerce and culture. The study has shown
how the high place for maritime trade between the East and West dates back to
the Makran Coast between 500 BCE to 1500 CE. Mainstream findings
emphasize its role as a vital zone of the Maritime Silk Road, which used to unite
key civilizations like the Persians, Indians, Greeks, and Arabs. Ports in the
region, such as Gwadar and Ormara, were hubs in the trade of spices, silk, and
gold and silver metal, and sites for the transmission of Buddhism,
Zoroastrianism, and Islam.

The Makran Coast legacy in ancient trade networks lives on to this day.
Today, it is a modern-day hub, not only with the development of Gwadar Port,
the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), but also its unique geostrategic
location lying alongside the Arabian Sea and a major global shipping lane. Its
historical importance as a hub for trade has helped guide its economic and
geopolitical importance to the present day.

| hope the article reminds researchers of the potential that remains ripe
for archaeological study in the region, including areas further up the coast south
of the Makran chain and along the same trade routes, e.g., Gwadar and Ormara,
with (hopefully) much more to tell of the cultural and economic exchanges that
took place. Research on the environmental consequences of contemporary
development may also offer directions for the region toward more sustainable
forms of growth.

—G)
@ B This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
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